
Stem-Changing Verbs 

§ Not all verbs are stem changing verbs-ONLY stem-changing verbs can stem change. 
§ These verbs are often called shoe or boot verbs 
§ In Spanish there are three groups of stem-changing verbs 

 E-IE   O-UE  U-UE 
§ The stem change occurs in all forms EXCEPT the nosotros and vosotros forms.

Common Stem-Changing Verbs (e > ie)  
Empezar-to begin or start 

Querer -to want 

Preferir-to prefer 

Pensar-to think or plan 

Sentir(se)-to feel  

Mentir-to lie 

Cerrar-to close or shut 

Comenzar-to begin or start 

Entender-to understand 

***Nevar-to snow 

 

Common Stem-Changing Verbs (o > ue) 
Contar-to count or to tell a story 

Costar-to cost 

Encontrar-to find or to meet 

Recordar-to remember 

Dormir-to sleep 

Volver-to return 

Devolver-to return something/objects 

Almorzar-to eat lunch 

Poder-to be able to or can 

Morir-to die 

***Llover-to rain 

1.  

Stem-Changing Verbs (e > ie)     Stem-Changing Verbs (o > ue)  

Perder-to lose       Poder-to be able to or can 
Pierdo  Perdemos      Puedo  Podemos 

Pierdes  Perdéis      Puedes  Podéis 

Pierde  Pierden      Puede  Pueden 

 

Stem-Changing Verbs (u > ue)  

Jugar-to play (a sport/game) 
Juego   Jugamos 

Juegas   Jugáis 

Juega   Juegan 

 


